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A  WORD  ON  THE  ADOPT ION  OF  AN  AFR ICAN  NOVA

SCOT IAN  F LAG

The mission of the Africentric Learning Institute (ALI) is to create opportunities that

empower African Nova Scotian learners , educators , and families to develop and share

their gifts using Africentricity as a way of seeing , thinking , being and connecting to

Africa and the world .

As the ALI , it is our call and desire to welcome ideas that have the power to inspire

change and dialogue in our Black communities .

In celebration of African Heritage Month , we are honored to take part in unveiling a

flag that celebrates the spirit , heritage and legacy of African Nova Scotians . Wendie L .

Wilson , a visual artist , mother and Africentric educator has designed an “African Nova

Scotian flag” as an offering to all African Nova Scotians to adopt and use with pride .

P h o t o  C r e d i t :  T h e  C o a s t . c a  

FEBRUARY 2021 PAGE | 01

O F  N O V A  S C O T I A



THE  I N SP IRAT ION  

Wend i e  L .  Wi l s o n  wa s  bo r n  i n  Ha l i f a x

a nd  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  No r t h  End .

F o r  c l o s e  t o  20  y e a r s  s h e  ha s  wo r k ed

i n  pub l i c  educ a t i o n  b r i n g i n g  a r t  and

h i s t o r y  t o  s t ud en t s  and  t e a ch i n g  t h e

v a l u e  o f  cu l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y .  

She  c on t i n u e s  t o  p r a c t i c e  and  s h a r e

h e r  a r t  a s  an  e xp r e s s i o n  o f  he r

i d en t i t y  a s  an  A f r i c a n  Nov a  S co t i a n

and  s h e  i s  e x c i t e d  abou t  g i v i n g

s t uden t s  t h a t  s ame  oppo r t un i t y  t o

u s e  cu l t u r a l  he r i t a g e  a s  a  t o o l  f o r

empowe rmen t .  
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P h o t o  C r e d i t :  T h e  C h r o n i c l e  H e r a l d

I t  wa s  when  he r  daugh t e r  b r ough t

home  a  midd l e - s c hoo l  p r o j e c t  on

M i ' kmaw ,  Acad i a n  and  A f r i c a n  Nov a

S c o t i a n  h i s t o r y  t h a t  s ome th i n g

be c ame  c l e a r  t o  Wi l s o n .  

A f r i c a n  Nov a  S co t i a n  s t ud en t s  had  no

f l a g  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e i r  un i qu e  he r i t a g e

and  cu l t u r e  t h e  way  t h e i r  Acad i a n  and   

I n d i g enou s  c l a s sma t e s  d i d .  

Wi l s o n ’ s  an swe r  t o  t h i s  wa s  t o  de s i g n

a  f l a g  t h a t  d r ew  on  c o l o u r s  and

s ymbo l i sm  t h a t  t h e  A f r i c a n  Nov a

S c o t i a n  c ommun i t y  ha s  emb r a c ed .  I n

20 1 2 ,  a  f l a g  wa s  bo r n .

Wi l s o n ' s  hope  i s  f o r  A f r i c a n  Nov a

S c o t i a n  s t ud en t s  t o  be  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e

f l a g  and  s e e  i t  a s  an  oppo r t un i t y  t o

d e v e l o p  un i t y ,  e xp l o r e  t h e i r  h i s t o r y

a nd  cu l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  and  t o  s h a r e

t h e i r  e xpe r i e n c e  w i t h  o t h e r s .  

2012,
a flag story
begins.



Th e  s ymbo l  a t  t h e  f l a g ’ s  c en t r e  i s  Wi l s o n ’ s  own  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Wes t

A f r i c a n  Ad i n k r a  s ymbo l ,  “ S a n k o f a ” ,  mean i ng  “go  ba c k  and  f e t c h  i t ” .  Th e

S an ko f a  b i r d  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  A f r i c a n  Nov a  S co t i a n s ,  a  r e s i l i e n t

p e op l e  who  ha v e  ne v e r  f o r g o t t e n  t h e i r  h i s t o r y  and  c on t i n u e  t o  bu i l d  on

t h e  l e s s o n s  o f  t h e  pa s t  i n  o r d e r  t o  c r e a t e  a  new  f u t u r e .

Wi l s o n ' s  v e r s i o n  i n c o r p o r a t e s  a  wav e ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  o c e an  and  ou r

a n c e s t o r s '  j o u r n e y  t h r o ugh  t h e  M idd l e  Pa s s a g e .  Th e  wav e  i s  a l s o  s ymbo l i c

o f  ou r  t i e  t o  t h e  wa t e r  he r e  i n  Nov a  S co t i a .  Th e r e  i s  a l s o  ha l f  o f  a  hea r t

r e p r e s e n t i n g  "hea r t b r e a k  ba l a n c ed  w i t h  awa r en e s s . "  

Wi l s o n  s a y s ,  " Th e  image  i s  en compa s s ed  w i t h i n  an  i n c omp l e t e  c i r c l e ,

r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h o s e  t h i n g s  ab s en t  bu t  y e t  t o  c ome . ”

ABOUT  THE  F LAG  
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The flag's colours are widely used by
people of African descent across the

world.



 

T o  l e a r n  mor e ,  o r  t o  o r d e r  a  f l a g  f o r  y ou r  c l a s s r o om ,  l o c a l  bu s i n e s s

o r  o r g an i z a t i o n ,  c on t a c t :

P r o c e ed s  f r om  t h e  s a l e  o f  f l a g s  w i l l  go  t owa r d  t h e  de v e l o pmen t  o f

A f r i c e n t r i c  educ a t i o n  i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  Nov a  S co t i a .

FEBRUARY 2021 PAGE | 04

Share your
flag story!

# A N S f l a g
# A N S n a t i o n
# A N S p r o u d  

Use Hashtags:
T a k e  a  p h o t o  w i t h  t h e  f l a g

&  s h a r e  o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a .

an s f l a g@gma i l . c om .

A c r o s s  N o v a  S c o t i a ,  p e o p l e
a r e  a l r e a d y  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  A N S
f l a g  s t o r y .  


