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Premise
A rumour is spreading at a local school,A rumour is spreading at a local school,
Central Block Collegiate, that summerCentral Block Collegiate, that summer
vacation is going to be cancelled andvacation is going to be cancelled and
students will have to go to school allstudents will have to go to school all
year long. The user is starting their firstyear long. The user is starting their first
day as a Kids News contributor, and hasday as a Kids News contributor, and has
been assigned by the editor to get tobeen assigned by the editor to get to
the bottom of the rumour and write athe bottom of the rumour and write a
story!story!
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WATCH

May 2022 https://youtu.be/NELD8zp4HyE

https://youtu.be/NELD8zp4HyE


Lesson
Users/students will learn critical thinking skills that apply to media, information, andUsers/students will learn critical thinking skills that apply to media, information, and
journalism. The core of the lesson will focus on learning to recognize misinformation andjournalism. The core of the lesson will focus on learning to recognize misinformation and
disinformation, as well as knowing the difference between the two. They will learn aboutdisinformation, as well as knowing the difference between the two. They will learn about
sources, and how to tell what is a good source of information and what is not. Overall storysources, and how to tell what is a good source of information and what is not. Overall story
construction, writing skills, and the basics of fact-checking will also be a part of the lesson.construction, writing skills, and the basics of fact-checking will also be a part of the lesson.

These skills will help students decipher and think critically about what they see,These skills will help students decipher and think critically about what they see,
understand what kinds of questions they should be asking, and be more informed aboutunderstand what kinds of questions they should be asking, and be more informed about
the media and information they are consuming.the media and information they are consuming.

Not only will this lesson help kids with their online interactions, it will help them IRL.Not only will this lesson help kids with their online interactions, it will help them IRL.
Regardless of whether they are on their phones, reading, talking with family or peers, orRegardless of whether they are on their phones, reading, talking with family or peers, or
hearing a rumour at school, what they learn in this Minecraft Education experience willhearing a rumour at school, what they learn in this Minecraft Education experience will
arm them with skills to help them think critically.arm them with skills to help them think critically.  
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Content

gameplay dialoguegameplay dialogue
instructional videosinstructional videos
mini-gamesmini-games

There are three main waysThere are three main ways
educational content is shared witheducational content is shared with
the user throughout the experience:the user throughout the experience:  
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CONTENT: DIALOGUE

The dialogue shared throughoutThe dialogue shared throughout
the experience pulls the user intothe experience pulls the user into
the world and gets them thinkingthe world and gets them thinking
about how to identify fakeabout how to identify fake
news/misinformation throughnews/misinformation through
critical thinking, while gettingcritical thinking, while getting
lost in game play and thelost in game play and the
imaginary world.imaginary world.  
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Content: VIDEOS

finding good sources of informationfinding good sources of information
how to identify fake newshow to identify fake news
how to fact-check informationhow to fact-check information
how to write a news storyhow to write a news story

The videos will help students learn about:The videos will help students learn about:  

These lessons are general and can be applied to students' daily lives, but alsoThese lessons are general and can be applied to students' daily lives, but also
will help them complete the experience successfully and write a good newswill help them complete the experience successfully and write a good news
story.story.
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CONTENT: Mini-Games

There are also various mini-gamesThere are also various mini-games
throughout the world which arethroughout the world which are
themed around the lessons andthemed around the lessons and
skills students will learn, helpingskills students will learn, helping
gamify their learning and practicegamify their learning and practice
their skills.their skills.

Parkour -  Lava

Build Challenge
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Lesson Break Down

Students will be able to differentiate between misinformationStudents will be able to differentiate between misinformation
and disinformation.and disinformation.
Students will be able to identify quality sources.Students will be able to identify quality sources.
Students will be able to relate constructing a story toStudents will be able to relate constructing a story to
constructing a house.constructing a house.
Students will be able to select pieces of information thatStudents will be able to select pieces of information that
strengthen their writing and disregard those that do not.strengthen their writing and disregard those that do not.
Students will write an original story and publish the story to theirStudents will write an original story and publish the story to their
teacher.teacher.

Target Ages:  8-10, 11-13

Learning Objectives:
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Lesson Break Down

SS = Was your source first hand? = Was your source first hand?
OO = Did you find more than ONE = Did you find more than ONE
source to back up your claim?source to back up your claim?
S S = Is there SOMETHING missing?= Is there SOMETHING missing?
A detail? A person?A detail? A person?

How do students know when their story is ready to publish?

Students will use the S.O.S. principle
highlighted in the lesson.

Students will also use the five Ws andStudents will also use the five Ws and
one H when determining if their storyone H when determining if their story

is ready for publishing: Who, what,is ready for publishing: Who, what,
when, where, why, and how.when, where, why, and how.  
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Lesson Break Down
How can students identify fake news and differentiate between

misinformation and disinformation in sources?

Using corroborating sources can helpUsing corroborating sources can help
confirm details, as well as asking theconfirm details, as well as asking the
right questions to the right sources.right questions to the right sources.

Misinformation is an accidentalMisinformation is an accidental
spreading of unauthentic news, whilespreading of unauthentic news, while

disinformation is a purposefuldisinformation is a purposeful
spreading of unauthentic news.spreading of unauthentic news.  
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Lesson Break Down

Pre-teach the concepts of truth and ethics.Pre-teach the concepts of truth and ethics.
Pre-teach the concepts of gatheringPre-teach the concepts of gathering
pieces of writing to support a final report.pieces of writing to support a final report.

Source, Protest, Information, Contributor,Source, Protest, Information, Contributor,
News, Research, Reporting, Journalist,News, Research, Reporting, Journalist,

Mystery, Publish, Fake, Ethics, CoincidenceMystery, Publish, Fake, Ethics, Coincidence

Teacher Prep and Notes

Background
Vocabulary
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Lesson Break Down

Students will interview citizens as sources,Students will interview citizens as sources,
record relevant comments and relevantrecord relevant comments and relevant
photos in their news journal.photos in their news journal.

Students will learn, through four linked videos,Students will learn, through four linked videos,
the difference between misinformation andthe difference between misinformation and
disinformation, how to determine if a story isdisinformation, how to determine if a story is
ready for publishing, how to identify untrueready for publishing, how to identify untrue
information, and how building a story is a lotinformation, and how building a story is a lot
like building a house.like building a house.  

Student Activities
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Lesson Break Down

Students will review published online storiesStudents will review published online stories
before publishing their own story.before publishing their own story.

Students will publish their own original story inStudents will publish their own original story in
their final story book after solving thetheir final story book after solving the
misinformation mystery and deliver theirmisinformation mystery and deliver their
published story to their teacher for potentialpublished story to their teacher for potential
publishing in the class/school environment.publishing in the class/school environment.  

Student Activities
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Lesson Break Down

Students will produce a PDF news story forStudents will produce a PDF news story for
publication (their teacher) including the who,publication (their teacher) including the who,
what, when, where, why, and how of the story.what, when, where, why, and how of the story.

Students will solve the in-game misinformationStudents will solve the in-game misinformation
mystery plaguing a small town and cullmystery plaguing a small town and cull
citizens’ contributions resulting in a truthfulcitizens’ contributions resulting in a truthful
and accurate report.and accurate report.

Performance Expectations
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WATCH FULL WALKTHROUGH
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https://onedrive.live.com/?
authkey=%21ACIG2dJMn8P0QaI&cid=BF7439534ACFE4FA&id=B
F7439534ACFE4FA%21198057&parId=BF7439534ACFE4FA%2119

7696&o=OneUp

https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21ACIG2dJMn8P0QaI&cid=BF7439534ACFE4FA&id=BF7439534ACFE4FA%21198057&parId=BF7439534ACFE4FA%21197696&o=OneUp


tHANK YOU!
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